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THE PARDONING BOARD.

Referring to the exercise of the par-
doning power by the governor and his
eabinet, The Tampa Tribune says:

“For some time past The Metropolis,
The Tampa Tribune, The Punta Gorda
Herald and varions other papers
throoghoat Florida, fearful of the re-
gult of the reckless acticns of the State
Pardoning Board in extendiog unmer:
ited clemeney to convicted criminalg,
have advocated the abolition of the
| pardoning power. /

“This, it is true, is a grave proposi-
tion to advanee, and one that this
paper has gupported only because it

ADVERTISING RATES:

Loos) advertisements, 15 cents a
for the first and 10 cents for each ad
sional insertion.

Digplayed advertisements for
gix and 12 months at special
Prices furnished upon applicati

Marriage and Death notices |
Pree. Obituaries, b cents a line,
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Ovr Cruseixa List,

fhe Sun and the Thrice-a-Week
(N.Y.) World one year.........
The Bun and the Atlanta (Ga.)
Weekly Constitution one year..
The Sun and the Atlanta (Ga.)
Bemi-Weekly Journal one year.
The Son and the Bemi-Weekly
Times-Union one year,.. 1 50

line

di-

$1 65

We will not accept etamps of A
sarger denomination than 2 cents.
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The man who goes about his work in
a cheerful manner lightens his duties
by #o doing.
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The Dowager Empress of China is

building for herself a tomb which will |

cost $4,000,000,
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The inereace in women who are do-
ing men’s work has been 40 per eent in
the last ten yoars,

Even worse t
busybody. The ant is industrious, but
who wants his job?

Never mind about a year ago and
what you havn’t done, Now is the ae-
gepted time to hustle,

It fan’t work but a nerve racking ef-
fort to escape work which is doing so
great injury to the most enlightened
nations,

Russin’s population is said to be in-
creasing at the rate of 1,500,000 a year,
This indieates that it is easy to raise
people anywhere.

The witty, wite and wicked para-
graphs of The Congressional Record
will be under the same old manage-
ment for the six years to come,

Forty-flve million dollars was the
cost of Christmas presents in Chicago,
One and a half million was paid for
candy. A sweet record for the year,

There are 2,000 students at Yale this
yeur. If Yale were a woman's col-
lege we might be justified Insupposing
the number had been marked down
from 8,000,

“] firmly believe that the day of the
strike is over,” says T. V. Powderly.
We Dbelieve s0, too. It passed the
twenty-four Jimit some years ago, and
has been & continugus performance

1 60

han the idler is the

‘lfeuml that the frequency with which
| the power is abused in the State would
sult in & total loss of respect for law
d order, and reduce the State toa
ndition of prectical anarchy, when
rson and property would be without
safegnard, and the government
ould he a farce,
oIt is doubtful if the people of the
State could be brought to adopt such
‘radieal steps before the anticipated
{evil results would actually come to
! pass, s0 The Tribune suggests that, in-
' stead of the abolition of the pardoning
power, it should be made the duty of
the proseeuting attorneys to appear
before the BState Pardoning Board
whenever a petition for commautation
lnf gentence or pardon is made, and
present to the board, in open session,
and in the presence of the prisoner
and his counsel, the evidence f the
State which resulted in the econ-
vietion of the accused, and argue
‘the same to the board, as to the
trinl jury. The counsel for the
petitioner should be’ required to fur-
pish a written statement of the
grounds upon which the pardon or
commutation will be asked, to the
State's attorney a reasonable length
of time before arguing the petition be-
fore the board, #ud also a copy to the
Iparty against whom the crime was
committed ; or, in case of murder, to
the next kin of the deceased. And, in
addition, a wilful misstatement to the
Pardoning Board ehould be deemed
perjary and treated as soch,

“As pointed out Tuesday morning in
The Tribune, a great evil in cases be-
fore the Pardoning Board is that usual.
ly only one side is presented, and that
not always truthfally. It should be
compulsory that the BState’s side
should be heard, and the hearing of
appeals should be publie, though, of
course, the board should conduct its
deliberations in private,

“To establish many iron-clad rules
of the Pardoning Board would be to
defeat the ends of executive elemency,
and to abolish the power entirely is
fraught with the danger of cruel in-
justioe, and such a suggestion would
| receive only condemnation, but for the
fact that it may be impelled by stern
necessity, to prevent the intolerable
abuse of & saered power and all the
evils of anarchy. Before proceeding
to this step, whioh, perhaps, we must
do some day, every precaution should
be taken to prevent the evils com-
plained of now.”

The discovery of evidence that the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway
Company has been guilty of flagrant
violation of the anti-rebate law has led
to the further discovery of what is pop-
ularly ealled a *‘joker"” in the Elkins
antisrebate law, passed at the last ses-

eveor since,
Ly ; 2 ‘
The average pay of the publie sehool
teacher in Indiana is estimated by the |
State Teachers’ Association to be$420.82 |
per year., This is about $200 a year less
than the average pay of a street cleaner |
in New York .
. |

The Maeolenny Standard is now ed- |
ited by Tate Powell, formerly with |
The Lake Butler Star, Mr. Powell ia
n young man of ability and “‘puosh,”,

aud The Standard will doubtless flour.
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Not all of the horrors of sudden and
bloody death are associated with war
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sion of Congress and in which the Pres-
jdent has taken such pride and %o
which Republioan leaders pointed,
throughout the recent eampaign, with
guch magnificent assumption of virtue.
Under the old law the officials of the
railway whieh has so flagrantly violated |
the law gcould have been sent to the
penitentiary, the one thing which
prominent railway men fear—for they
are amply able to pay their fines when
they are caught, which is seldom. The
11lking law, however, repealed the old
Interstate Commeree law which pro-
vided imprisonment as & penalty for its
violation, and more than that, it made

The departure of Hon. Wm, N.
Sheats and his most estimable wife
from this eity this week to make their
home at DeFuniak Springs was an
event greatly regretted by practically
all of our poople, Daring the twelve
years of his official residence here &s
State Superintendent of Publie In-

FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

The Florida Library Association met
with the State Teachers’ Association,
and held avery profitable sgession.
Several new members were secured
and mueh iaterest manifested if]
the sbject of lbraries. Miss Carolyn
Palmer, librarian of Stetson Univer-
gity, was eleeted prasident: Mr. Carn
of Ocala, vice-president, and W. W,
Hall of Miami, secretary and treas-
urer.

The association is composed of men
and women representing the foremost
educational institutions of the Siate
and the most advaoced and progres-|
sive culture,

Almost every State in the Uniun has
its library association, librarisns being |
its prineipal constituaents; bat Florida
is unique in that its association is al-
most altogether composed of school
teachers—only one regularly employed
librarian being in it. Brother and sis-
ter librarians, this ought not to be.
8mall and insignificant must be the
Florida town that does not boast of a
library and presumably that library
has a librarian, bot they have left to
the school teachers the honor of in-
augurating in the State one of the
most forceful movements of the pres-
ent day.

Prot. MeBeath has generously offered
space in The Expovent for a library
department, which will be filled from
time to time with ‘matter relating to
this great movement, and contriba-
tions are solieited from those interest-
ed in the subject, Librarians are es-
pecially urged to send in any thought,
suggestion, or experience which has
proven valuable to them and may help
others, and above all else Yo jein the
asgociation, The president or any of
the officers will gladly give necessary
information or send copies of the con~
stitution to those desiring them,

et . | et A e

endeared themselves to most of our
people ina manner that makes their
loss felt very keenly. What ie oar loss
in this instance, however, is the gain
of all the people in the State in 8 large
measute. It is well known that Mr.
Sheats during his offieial caoreer has
built up the school system wonderfally,
and it will be a source of great satisfac-

connected with the work of education—
in the preparation of teachers at the
State Normal a jak. Here his
enthusiastic, e ork will still be
felt for the bettermeti of education.—
Tallahassean.

The selection of Hon.

field as chief justice of the Supreme
Court of Florida is but 8 continuation
of a series of success enjoyed by few
men of his age inthis country. Only
a few jears ago he commenced his
political career as county judge ,of
Leon county, Soon after he resigned
this position to accept that of chief
clerk of the Supreme Court, and since
then his promotion has been §o rapid
that it has been difficult for those not
well versed in politics to keep up with
it. He has filled fully half the cabi-
net positions, always resigning for
gomething better, and has now landed
as chief justice of the Supreme Court.
The Tallahasseean heartily congrato-
lates him,—~Tallahasseean.

The doctors seem bound to drive
those people erazy who will listen to
them about microbes, The Iatest
appalling statement comes from a Paris
famous medical expert, who declares
that fire does not destroy disease
germs. So the old theory that firewa-
ter taken into the stomach uld kill
microbes must be abandoned and noth-
ing short of wood aleohol will'do the
business. The doctor will certainly
not deny that wood aleohol will kill
anythiog. g

Washington, D. C., hasa very rigid
smoke law which prevents the usge of
soft conl, This law has heretofore
been a dead letter, but DPresident
Roosevelt merely gave the word and
had it rigidly enforced, and the smoke
nuisance thereby abated. If Mr,
Roosevelt would only make up his
mind to go after the trusts in this
manner there would be “‘something
doing.”

The President cast a boom into the
Senate and the House on the day they
convened after the holiday recess by
permitting it to become known that he
was seriously contemplating calling
Congress in gpecial session next June,
Senators and. Representatives rushed
to the White House to inquire if such
a plan were seriously contemplated by
the President, only to learn that it
was, and then they gathered in the
¢loak roome and committee rooms to
diseuss the gituation, Nothing would
be more unwelcowe to the average
member of Congress than to be ecalled
to Washington just at the beginning of
the heated term and at & time when
most of them are planning vaeations
and pleasure jaunts, but they received
no comfort from the President, who
expressed himself disgusted with the
disposition of ~ gress Lo procrasti-
nate with regard to needed legislation
and to make an excuse of the fact that
this is a short session to do nothing.
The President was even unkind enough
to suggest that hot weather m'yxht
prove an incentive to expeditious work
and that time and expense might be
gaved the country by keeping the re-
fractory Congressmen ‘‘in  after
school,” so to speak.

Firemen have found a way at last of
keeping women from pressing too close
tothe linesat a fire., A New York
Turkish bath establishment caught on
fire and six men escaped in their skins.
The women pressing on the fire lines
without farther inducement from the
firemen, fled.

Our delightfol Chauncy says he is as
good a8 re-elected to the United States
Senate. As Platt and Odell have both
consented to this, it’s quite a trifling
matter as to what the New York Legis-
ture thinks.

The opinion is general in Congress
that the Panama Canal Commission
has proven a failure. General Davis,
a member of the commission, made so
mach trouble as governor of the eanal
gone that it became necessary to send
a minieter to Panama to attempt to
straighten oot the difficuities, and
even he was jowerless against the au.
tocratio and didactic methods of the
military governor who raled the zone|
as & military camp. Finally it beecame
pecessary to sond the secretary of war
all the way to Panama to s the ! New Year's resolations. It takes bat
difterences which had resulte Now !\'-ry little evidence to satisfy
! Panama i attorney-general of their conversion

The Western Union Telegraph Co
has been fined $100,000 for the delay of
a messenger boy imgnot delivering a
message, They could bay a few autos
at that figure, and make big money by
g0 doing.

The trusts have recently sent Attor-
pey-General Moody a copy of theijr
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MANY NEW HOUSES
NOW CONTEMPLATED

'Qeveral Fine Residences Will be
Erected Here Soon.

THE BOOM A STEADY ONE
| :
| Realizing the Coming Importance of

Gainesville as a City, and the Pres-
ent Demand for Houses, Many Prop-
erty Holders are Anxious to Build.

The building boom, which bas been
| noticeable in Gainesville for the past
year, continues with nsoal activity,
and it is anticipated by thoge who are
in a position to know that aetivity in
the erection of residences anc business
houses will continue for an indefinite
period. Gainesville is growing like
the mushroom, and it is & steady and
substantial growth at that,

Manager Voyle of the Abstract’ and
Realty Company, who also conducts a
general _ rental Lusiness, stated
Wednesday to 8 Son reporter that
never in the history of Gainesville have
houses been so scarce. ‘‘We used to
say that ‘desirable houses were
gearce,’’” he remarked, ‘‘but now I
can gay with alt the grace in the world
that ‘any kind of an old house is
searce,’ as we have demands for houzes
of all classes which we cannot fill.”

Among the latest contracts for resi
dences are the following:

The materiz! has been placed upon
the ground for the erection of a hand-
gome two-story home by,W. B. Phifer,
East Seminary street.

Miss Eva Haile will erect a neat cot-
tage on East Orange street, The cot.
tage will be located on the same spot
as the cottage occopied by Dr. and
Mra. Giddings, which was destroyed by
fire about five years ago. The locatio:

4 is exceptionally fine, and there is no

doubt but that thefhome will be in de
mand.

J. M. Haile expects to begin at once
the erection of & handsome residence
on West Main street, N., adjoining his
own beautiful home. Order has been
placed for the material, and as soon a:
this is delivered work will begin.

Mr. Dale, who recently purchased a
handsome lot on East Main street, \.,
one of the handesomest residence
strects in the South, proposes to begin
at an early date upon & modern home.
Mr. Dale, who came from Oeala to ac-
cept a position with the Dutton Phos-
phate Company, married a Gainesville
young lady. He is consequently
wedded to the city, and likes it so we!l
that he deeided to establish a home of
his own, which will be a credit to t!
owner and the city,

The Eddins Manufaeturing Com-
pany, through E. E. Voyle, has se-
cared the contract for erecting a hand-
some two-story residence for Mrs
(0. McCreary on \Vest Main street, N
immediately south of the home of Mrs
Foster. It is understood that work on
this home will begin at once, and
within the next six weeks it will be
ready for cceupancy. Mrs. MeCreary
also owns & nice home on East Main
street, N.

Material for the erection of the ele-
|gant new Episcopal church is now b
ling received, and it is expected that
|work will begin in a short time
| plans and specifications having been

received and the contract let, It
(at first decided to use the MeCarn
{stone, but later the building commi
| tee deemed it best and most economice
fin the end to employ brick, A firs
quality Georgia brick, which is among
the finest in the world, will be used
and several earloads of this materia
have already been regeived fron
| Macon.
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